Slide 1: Quoted from Thomas L. McKenny (1826)… “His legs and arms, and breast are tattooed, the marks of superiority in his profession, which has been that of a voyageur.”
Slide 2: “Thus they from on the face, the neck, the breast or some other part of the body some animal or monster, for instance, and Eagle, a Serpent, a Dragon, or any other figure which they prefer… I know not whether a single individual was found who was not painted [tattooed] in this manner, on some part of the body”  - Father Bressani, 1640s talking about Huron, Petun, and Neutrals (JR… 8 separate quotes in the JR)
“Many French country people who often travel through Canada for the fur trade take pleasure in following this Indian custom, but they never like them tattooed their face but only other parts of the body, such as the breast for example, the back, their thighs and especially their legs.  These tattooes represent in a few lines Out Lord on the cross, or whatever their fancy suggested them.”  -  Peter Kalm 1749
[about coureurs de bois] “They like to have tattoos, and many are tattoed on their entire body except their head. [one of them has] a picture of the Holy Virgin with her child Jesus, a large cross on his stomach with the miraculous words that appeared to Constantine, and infinite number of tattoos of native fashion, and also, all around his body a serpent of which the head, ready to dart, appeared at the extremity of that part of the man’s anatomy which I prefer to let you guess!”  - Henri de Tonty 1682  NOTE:  This same snake tattoo is described by Jean Bossu (1751-52) that was tattooed on a Tunica Man   Also, the words uttered to Constantine: In hoc signo crucis vinces (in this sign you will conquer”
“He found 950 Canadians, and this detachment is composed of the good kind, almost all voyageurs. One recognizes them easily by their looks, by their size, and because all of them are tattooed on their bodies with figures of plants and animals…  One would not pass as a man among the Indians of the Far West if he had not had himself tattooed” – Louis Antoine de Bouganville, 1756-60
Claude-Pierre Pécaudy, capitaine ... to his son who is leaving for the Pays d'en Haut (c. 1750).

"...Donnez-vous bien de garde de faire la sotise de vous faire piquer, je vous le défend, et envisagez que c'est un père qui vous aime tendrement qui vous demande en grace tout ce qu'il a écrit ici (ASQ, Sabertache rouge, Fonds Jacques Viger, 277-278). Translation: "Be careful to protect yourself from the foolishness of getting yourself pricked, I prohibit you from doing it, and recognize that this is the request of a father who loves you tenderly, and respectfully asks that you obey all he has written down here."
“Cadieu is getting himself tatooed by LaFrenier, as already Boiselle…. La France & Frisé cam’ back before fay as La France wishes to get tatooed…” Archibald McLeod, 1801

“His legs and arms, and breast are tattooed, the marks of superiority in his profession, which has been that of a voyageur.” – Thomas L McKenny, 1826

Slide 3: Medicinal – George Nelson relates his tattoo experience after spraining his groin among the Ojibwe of Northern WI “She scarified the groin with a piece of flint, after moistening the skin, scraped off the blood with a knife many times, and then rubbed in some gun powder.  The old dame laughed heartily at my antics when she applied the powder: It smarted terribly” – George Nelson 1803

Exploits- “Like those of the ancient Picts of Briton these are esteemed ornamental; and at the same time they serve as registers of the heroic actions of the warrior , who thus bears about him indelible marks of valour.”  Jonathan Carver 1766-68  Bossu mentions the removal of a tat that wasn’t “earned” among the Osage

Clan membership – Bossu has a deer tattooed on him among the Osage “They then told me that if I traveled among the tribes allied to them, all that I had to do to receive a warm welcome was to smoke a peace pipe and show my tattoo.  They also said that I was their brother and that if I were killed they would avenge my death.”
John Long also mentions a tattoo being given to him among the Ojibwe when he is adopted into a family.
Rites of Manhood- 

Although women do too… “Indian women have themselves tattooed everywhere on their bodies without serious consequence.”  Jean Bossu in the Illinois country 1751-52

“The women… usually tattoo two lines, reaching from the lip to the chin, or from the corners of the mouth to the ears. They omit nothing to make themselves lovely.” – Alexander Henry, speaking of the Cree
Rudolph Friederich Kurz… “Women and girls wear tattoo marks by means of which they make known the nation to which they belong; for example, many Iowa girls have a large dot between their eyebrows.  Frequently they decorate themselves with two dots, one above the other, as Witthae did.  On point is said to signify that the person in question has given away ten horses; two points, that she has given away twenty.”


“That may have been the custom originally, but many of these girls so marked would have been glad to own, once in her lifetime, on good sound horse.  Hauwepine was the only girl whom I knew among the Iowa Tribe having tattoo marks on the breast – a trapeze extending from the base of the throat to the pit of the stomach.  Sauteurs women, on the other hand, branded themselves by means of one, tow, or three lines diverging from the corners of the mouth toward the chin.  …”

Slide 4: “The method of tattooing is to trace the figure or design they wish to make on the skin stretched taut… Next, he pricks him with little needles, arranged in a row and fastened firmly between two thin pieces of wood.  This instrument has six to twelve needles which are carefully arranged to stick out at most only two or three lignes.  He dips the points of these in the color desired… Then the needles are wet with the dye, the marks or patterns are pricked back and forth, taking care to dip the needles frequently in the color used for the tattooing… I have seen an officer who has been tattooed in this manner. He spoke several languages. They thought well of him, and often used him as an interpreter.”  J.C.B. (Jolicoeur Charles Bonin) 1751-1761

 “sauvages have on their bodies deep lines which represent serpents, birds, and various other objects; these are imprinted by puncturing the skin with small pointed bones, and filling these punctures with the dust of pounded charcoal.”  - Father Gabriel in a letter to Father de Lamberville about the Assiniboine and Cree 1707 (in the Jesuit Relations Vol. 66)
Slide 15: De Bry’s copperplates were essentially copies of White’s watercolors.
Slide 16-18: Nicolas “Codex Canadienesis” Late 1600s  Drawings are crude and it is often hard to tell between tattoos and clothing [garters, leggings, and etc.]

Slide 20: Seneca Iroquois 1666 Pictographic self-portrait redrawn from an original war record board kept in the owner’s “cabin”  Paris Document 1666 O’Callaghan 1855, 9: 47-51[Fenton 1978: 299 Figure 1]
Slide 21: Unknown New England, 1675 Pictographic self-portrait of owner on a war club

Donald Ellis Gallery Ltd. 2001: cover
Slide 22: Seneca Iroquois, c.1687-1710 Pictographic self-portrait of owner on a comb Beauchamp 1902: 286, 337, Plate 18 Figure 184

Slide 24: Note the red tats on the left leg… Rare and mentioned as so in quotes.

“The color most used is black, and I do not recall seeing any other. Men who accompanied me, told me that they also use red paint and that black and red are the only colors used.  The red dye comes from cinnabar which they here call vermillion.”  - Peter Kalm 1749
Also note that he is a “copy” of one of the “Four Kings” but there are some interesting elements that seem to make in more Algonquian… I am still searching out a quote I had that mentioned the Iroquois having symetrical tattoos like a suit whereas the Algonquian groups tended to have many various tattoos that did not “match.”
Slide 33: Facial tats on these guys are hotly debated.  Other paintings from this trip show slightly different patterns.  Painted on or tattoos??

Slide 37:  From a British original copy of Long’s Journal.  This was printed in the back.  This is not in the reprints of the book.  ??????

Slide 39: Rudolph Friederich Kurz

“A soldier is in every case a brave who has already distinguished himself – counts several “coups.”  He is always more or less tattooed; i.e., figures, lines, or pointes are made with a needle on his skin and then rubbed over with powder or coal dust, so that the tattoo marks assume a blue-black color.  Indians in this region are not tattooed over the entire body, but usually on the throat and breastbone or over the chest and shoulders, sometimes on the shoulders and arms or merely on the forearm or on the shin, the later, however being decorated only with large dots, hoofprints, or spear heads.  They never tattoo their backs, for a warrior, as you know, does not manifest by his hinder part that he is a brave.  Women and girls wear tattoo marks by means of which they make known the nation to which they belong; for example, many Iowa girls have a large dot between their eyebrows.  Frequently they decorate themselves with two dots, one above the other, as Witthae did.  On point is said to signify that the person in question has given away ten horses; two points, that she has given away twenty.”


“That may have been the custom originally, but many of these girls so marked would have been glad to own, once in her lifetime, on good sound horse.  Hauwepine was the only girl whom I knew among the Iowa Tribe having tattoo marks on the breast – a trapeze extending from the base of the throat to the pit of the stomach.  Sauteurs women, on the other hand, branded themselves by means of one, tow, or three lines diverging from the corners of the mouth toward the chin.  …”

Slide 50 “… the engraved figures will remain for life and never be effaced, in much the same manner as the marks which one sees on the arms of pilgrims returning from Jerusalem.”  - Father Gabriel Sagard-Theodat describing the tats of the Huron.  This is an interesting connection to the fact that the French-Canadians were getting some Christian tattoos as well.  Although there are no images showing these canadien tattoos, there are 17th and 18th century Christian tattoo images from pilgrims to shrines and the Holy Land.
Slide 51: Left: Designs tattooed on the arm of William Lithgow in 1612 (Scottish Pilgrim to the Holy Land)

Tattooed arm of a 17th century pilgrim from Hamburg
Right:  Pilgrim tattoos from the shrine of Loreto, Italy from Catherine Pigorini-Beri’s  “Le Tatouage religieux et amoureaux au pelerinage de N.D. de Lorette.”
Slide 53-54: Throughout most of North America, tattoos are a mark of manhood and masculinity.  The direct opposite is the case in the far north of North America among the Inuit.  Men rarely get tattoos and women without them are considered “manly.”  These are womanly marks of beauty.  Some of the first places tattooed are the thighs and breasts, so that a child’s first views of the world and its mother would be beautiful.  Additionally, the tattooing technique is different.  The Inuit take needles threaded with sinew, dip the sinew in ink, and then run the needles and sinew under the skin to create the tattooed lines.
